ENGAGE
The Blake Conversation

A community arts project celebrating spirit, hope and
creative engagement in life

Welcome to the Engage Arts project. Through this project the Blake Society aims
to encourage workplace, educational, sporting, religious and other community
groups to engage in a conversation around spirituality and creativity generated
by the annual Blake Prize. This project invites neighbourhood, community,
workplace, educational, and religious organisations to use the creative arts
as a means for dialogue around issues of difference, belief and the nature of
hope in Australian society. Engage will make us more aware that Spirituality is part of art, and art a part of life, and
that is a very good thing! Lachlan Warner – Senior Lecturer, Australian Catholic University, Artist
and previous winner of the Blake Prize

This exciting project will enrich the role of the arts in our community life while also
exploring the significance of faith and hope in a multicultural and multi-faith Australia.
Rev Tara Curlewis – General Secretary, National Council of Churches in Australia

A simple yet dedicated resource as well as a unique pathway for meaningful and diverse
community conversation to take place around spirituality and the arts. Nur Shkembi – Arts
Officer, Islamic Council of Victoria

Encourages diverse communities to explore what motivates them through the creative arts
and to thereby contribute to a larger conversation about hope within Australian cultural life.
David Ryding – Executive Director NSW Writers’ Centre

It is not dogmatic, or didactic or orthodox; rather it offers a more creative way for our
society to engage serious thinking about belief, wisdom, ethics, care and justice. Rev Dr
Doug Purnell – Artist and Theologian, Uniting Church in Australia

This project will inspire individuals and communities to articulate and explore issues of
identity, collective memory and belonging – all at the very heart of what it is to be human.
Rebecca Forgasz – Director Jewish Museum of Australia, Melbourne

A unique opportunity for individuals and communities to be involved in an artistic and
intellectual program about diversity, spirituality and society. Nicky McWilliam – Director Eva
Breuer Gallery, Sydney
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INTRODUCING ENGAGE: THE BLAKE CONVERSATION
The Blake Society is celebrating the 60th year of the Blake Prize in 2011. Each year the Blake Prize invites artists and poets to
explore the spiritual and religious imagination through their creative work. The results are inspiring, surprising, diverse and
sometimes controversial. The Prize, and the annual touring exhibition, have become significant occasions on the Australian
arts calendar and have generated a deepening conversation between creativity and spirituality within our diverse national
culture.
This year The Blake Society is developing a program that aims to generate discussion on issues of belief, diversity, tolerance
and hope and in so doing to also support community engagement with the creative arts.
The Blake Society is an independent arts and cultural organisation with no affiliation to a particular creed, belief, group or
philosophy. Further information on the Blake Society is available at its website: www.blakeprize.com.au

THE ENGAGE PROJECT AT A GLANCE
Register your details with
the Blake Society
Create artworks, poems
and other works
Communicate your
project outcomes
Assess the outcomes

Complete the online project registration
form — including your theme, specific
art media and project timelines
Hold a workshop, public forum,
designated lesson to create works
based on your project theme
Eg. Online exhibition, classroom
display, local library/regional gallery
or community hall
Review project outcomes, invite
responses from the wider community,
post results on Blake website

ENGAGE PROJECT DETAILS
This project invites workplace, neighbourhood, educational and community groups (for example: sports and recreational
groups, schools, aged care services, children’s services, welfare services, arts organisations, Municipal Councils, Unions,
religious and non-denominational groups, charities) to think about what inspires and motivates their community life. This
invites consideration of the conversation that arises around the annual Blake Prize, which explores issues of difference, belief
and the nature of hope in Australian society.

THE FOCUS QUESTION
In developing this project in a specific community a local organiser would ask participants the following one or more questions
as a focus for their creative work:

• What does spirituality mean to you?
• What creates meaning or hope in my life?
• What does human justice look like?
• Where do I find the strength and faith to live my life to the fullest?
These are not only questions of spirituality and belief but also questions that face all human beings and healthy communities.
Different communities will find significance in different aspects of these questions and can apply them as appropriate to their
situation. The Blake Society would like to allow for flexibility in finding the focus question as we recognise communities differ
in their nature. The Blake Society can assist in developing the best focus question for your group.
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THE CREATIVE PROCESS
Participating communities are then invited to organise a process where their members are encouraged to create an artwork
or poem based on the focus question. Participants will then be encouraged to display their creative outcomes and engage
their local communities through an exhibition, display, performance, reading or other public platform. You may like to seek the
assistance of a local artist or poet, or use the resources of your City or Municipality cultural officer.
In terms of the production of works during the project, the following guidelines have been created to ensure flexibility and cost
effectiveness for participants. You may like to use some or all of these art forms. The choice should be made on the basis of
what is easy to manage in your local situation and how they can be easily displayed, given your resources.
Two Dimensional Media: Drawings, Paintings, Photography, wall based sculpture, maximum A3 size (420 x 297 mm)
either landscape or portrait format.
Sculpture: That could easily sit on a surface dimension of 300mm x 300mm.
Digital Media Works: Sound, animation or film up to 5 minute’s duration.
Poetry: The length of the poem is determined by its presentation on a single A4 page.

COMMUNICATING PROJECT OUTCOMES
The completion of creative work by participants should be based on a timeline that suits local needs. The opportunity then
arises for the display or presentation of these works to the local community and the general public. This allows for participants
to interact with each other as well as providing an opportunity for further dialogue and discussion of the themes. This may
take the form of an exhibition and could be easily mounted in community facilities, or local libraries or foyers of public
buildings. An appropriate opening event might be arranged, or a seminar or dialogue about the process with participants.
Again the Blake Society can help you work out what is best for your situation.

REVIEW PROJECT OUTCOMES
At the completion of the project participants and project organisers will be able to provide feedback about their involvement
in the project. The Blake Society will document local outcomes through its website and other means, so local communities
can interact wider afield with diverse groups working on similar questions through the creative arts. This helps to build the
conversation, creating new communities of interest and understanding.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED
Interested community groups will be asked to complete a registration form (see attachment 1). The form has been designed
to take groups through the steps in planning an arts project that can be tailored for their specific community.

ROLE OF BLAKE SOCIETY
The Blake will:
• Provide a promotional umbrella for all local events
• Offer advice in planning and running your project
• Exhibit a selection of works on its website for wider promotion and publicity

ROLE OF PROJECT ORGANISER
Local Project Organisers will:
• Be responsible for organising, implementing and reviewing the project
• Securing any additional funding the community requires to undertake the project

GET INVOLVED
Fill in the accompanying form and send it to the Blake Society GPO Box 4484 Sydney 2001, or email the Blake Society at info@blakeprize.com.au
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ATTACHMENT 1

REGISTRATION FORM
Name of Organisation:
Project contact person:
Address:

Telephone:

Email:

ABOUT YOUR PROJECT
Briefly describe the theme or question you will be exploring in your community.

Briefly describe how you will create outcomes for the project:

PROJECT TIMELINE
STEP

TASK

DATE

1

Register your organisation with the Blake Society

2

Determine project timeline

3

Advertise and promote your project

4

Implement project

5

Deadline for submission of works

6

Hold exhibition and possible discussion

7

Review project outcomes

Exhibition details:
Target audience:
How will you review your project outcomes?
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