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The Thinker’s he Thinker’s
Guide to Evil
By Peter Vardy & Julie Arliss

A comprehensive view of how we have 
come to see evil and where it really 
lies today, with extensive illustrated 
use of art, fi lm and literature.
In a world of violence, injustice, 
disease and natural disasters the 
problem of evil is an ever present 
reality. This book explores the origins 
of evil in both Western theology and 
philosophy and in Eastern traditions. 
It considers evil as a psychological 
and institutional phenomenon and 
explores the role of religion in resisting 
the temptation of evil and offering a 
vision of good life.
~ How did Nazism arise in Christian 
 Germany? 
~ Do we not do evil ourselves? 
~ What exactly is evil?
The authors look at the way our 
current ideas are presented in popular 
fi lm and literature, drawing on a wide 
range of illustrations. They confront 
the problem of evil in national and 
international affairs, in society, and in 
our own hearts.

“This book provides insights and 
a wealth of source material which 
enable the reader to consider the 
issue of evil.  Vardy and Arliss have 
their fi nger on the pulse of today’s 
world.”   
Dr Beverly Zimmerman, Catholic 
Schools Offi ce

“Peter Vardy and Julie Arliss have 
the ability to open up the discussion 
of complex issues in a way that will 
be enormously appreciated in both 
secondary school classrooms and 
in parish discussion groups.  We are 
greatly in their debt.” 
The Most Revd. Peter Carnley, 
Primate of Australia (2000-2005)
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The Thinker sThe Thinker’s
Guide to God
By Peter Vardy & Julie Arliss

An accessible but comprehensive 
overview of the most important 
question of our time.
The attempt to defi ne what we mean 
by God, and indeed goodness, has 
been the central preoccupation of 
Western religion and philosophy. In 
the 21st century, with deteriorating 
relationships between Islam and the 
West, with fundamentalist movements 
growing, with terrorism increasing, the 
quest is as urgent and relevant as ever.
Can one have goodness without God? 
Is goodness real or do we create 
it? Does the understanding of God 
change through our own scriptures? 
Where does our understanding of God 
and goodness come from? How does 
it relate to other virtues, particularly 
those of beauty and truth? What is 
the role of reason? What about the 
ways other cultures approach reality, 
and how can different traditions live 
peaceably together? 
Peter Vardy and Julie Arliss concisely 
explore the range of approaches to 
God that have infl uenced the Western 
Christian tradition in an easy to read, 
popular style.
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