Dialogue Australasia Network

The Dialogue Australasia Network (DAN) consists of over 200 school communities or individuals promoting a broad-based academic approach to values and religious education called the Five Strand approach. 

The Dialogue Journal is produced twice a year and is intended to be of particular use to secondary school Religious Education teachers and their senior students. The journal covers a variety of topics: The Philosophy of Religion, Ethics, Biblical Studies, Theology, Church History and World Religions. Writers from various Christian traditions and other faiths are invited to contribute.

Membership and details about the Network can be found at the website: 

www.dialogueaustralasia.org

Contact Person: Matthew Wills                 Wesminster School                                                Alison Avenue, Marion, South Australia 5043                            Telephone 8276 0276 Facsimile 8276 0277        Email mwills@westminster.sa.edu.au

SENIOR student SEMINAR

ETHICS IN THE              21ST CENTURY
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Peter Vardy presents a special half day seminar at Ivanhoe Girls Grammar School

Friday 20th August

9.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.

Performing Arts Centre

Ivanhoe Girls Grammar School

SEMINAR CONTENT

JUST WAR 

When and how should wars be fought? Just war theory will be explained ranging from St. Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas up to the present day. The application of just war theory to conflicts in the Gulf War, Kosovo and the invasion of Iraq will be evaluated. The issue of discrimination between innocent and guilty and its application to the type and use of weapons in war will be explained.

sexual ethics today

The grounding of Christian sexual ethics in the Natural Law tradition stemming from Aristotle and St. Thomas Aquinas will be explained and its strengths and weaknesses evaluated. The role of men and women in the Hebrew Scriptures will be explained and the difference made by Christian teaching. The relevance of this material to the modern world will be explored and related to modern issues including homosexuality, birth control and the purpose of sexual activity.

genetic engineering

The differences between somatic cell and germ line genetic engineering will be explained and the moral challenge by Watson (the joint discoverer of the DNA double helix) to extend genetic testing to the whole population will be evaluated. The consequences of a genetic apartheid will be explored and its significance for society. In the next fifteen years, genetic alterations will be able to be made to pre-embryos to rectify many genetic defects - but this raises the issue of who will decide on what is and what is not a defect and the possible bases for these decisions will be evaluated.

DR. PETER VARDY
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DR. PETER VARDY
Vice-Principal of Heythrop College,      University of London

Peter is the author of the best selling ‘Puzzle’ series of books on God, Evil, Ethics, Sex and the Gospels. He is the joint author, with Julie Arliss of ‘The Thinkers Guide to Evil’ and ‘The Thinkers Guide to God’ to be published shortly in Australia. He has been a consultant in Religious and Values education for Geelong and Melbourne Grammar schools and was one of the founding editors of Dialogue Australia.

COST

$6 (incl. GST) per student – cheques payable to  “Ivanhoe Grammar School”. 

Tax Invoice available on request.

RESPONSE FORM

Name

_________________________________

School

_________________________________

Phone

_________________________________

Email

_________________________________

How many students are you bringing?

_________________________________

How many staff are you bringing?

_________________________________

RSVP by 2 August

To Mark Horsford,                                        C/- Ivanhoe Grammar School                      PO Box 91 Ivanhoe, 3079                        Phone:  (03) 9490 3742                                                  Email:
mark.horsford@igs.vic.edu.au
