TEACHING ETHICS IN SCHOOLS 

ONE DAY CONFERENCES   -   JULY/AUGUST 2003

A series of one day, intensive conferences for teachers are planned in Australia and New Zealand in July and August 2003. The regional centres already arranged are as follows although there are still come gaps to be finalised (these are indicated below)
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POWERPOINTS FOR SCHOOLS,
NOTES AND VIDEO INTERVIEWS

DIALOGUE

Powerpoints presentations and notes on Ethical theory
(Natural law, Proportionalism, Virtue Ethics and
Situation Ethics), Just War, Abortit
Globalisation and Business
interviews with Bishop Wi
Dr. David Horrell on use of the
Bible in Ethics, Just War and
Globalisation





PERTH

    -   3rd July (All Saints)

HOBART
    - 15th July (Catholic Schools Office)

MELBOURNE
    - 16th July (Mercy School, Heidelberg)

CANBERRA
    - 23rd July (Canberra Grammar School)

DARWIN
    - 28th July (Darwin – Kormilda)

NEWCASTLE
    - 30th July (Newcastle Grammar)

SYDNEY
    - 31st July (Brigidine College)

TOWNSVILLE
    - 5th August (Catholic Education Office)

BRISBANE    
    - 6th August (Grace Lutheran) 
ADELAIDE
    - 12th August (Concordia)

AUCKLAND
    - 18th August (Kings College)

CHRISTCHURCH – 20th August (St. Margarets)

WELLINGTON     - Taken place in April 2003
The conferences will cover the following areas:

· Theoretical Ethics – The Natural Law tradition from Aristotle, St. Thomas Aquinas and the Catholic tradition today; Proportionalism; Virtue Ethics and what it means to be fully human; Situation Ethics and the application of these different ethical theories to applied ethics.

· Abortion and I.V.F – when a foetus is a person; the application of different ethical theories (including Kant, Utilitarianism and the Catholic and Anglican positions) to the abortion and IVF debates, IVF in women; intra-cytoplasmic sperm injection and its consequences

· Euthanasia – direct and indirect methods, the principle of double effect, the difference between ‘ordinary’ and ‘extraordinary’ means and the application of different ethical theories to the debate

· Just War – from the criteria developed by St. Augustine, the modifications by St. Thomas Aquinas to the modern era. When and how wars should be fought with specific reference to the first and second Gulf wars, the Kosovo conflict and the role of the United Nations. Targeting policy will be discussed as well as the effect of sanctions and rebuilding after war.

· Globalisation and Business Ethics – the advantages and disadvantages of globalisation, the role of the IMF and world bank, Peter Henriot SJ, Peter Singer and ‘circles of ethical concern’.

Details are being circulated in each State and, in the case of New Zealand, within the cities where the conferences are organised. Each school which acts as host is also circulating details so please contact the school direct if you do not receive information on these conferences through the post. The conference will be run by:

· Dr. Peter Vardy – Vice-Principal of Heythrop College, University of London. Peter is the author of the best selling ‘Puzzle’ series of books on God, Evil, Ethics, Sex and the Gospels and is he joint author, with Julie Arliss of ‘The Thinkers Guide to Evil’ and ‘The Thinkers Guide to God’ to be published shortly in Australia. He has been consultant in Religious and Values education for Geelong and Melbourne Grammar schools and was one of the founding editors of DIALOGUE AUSTRALIA.

· Julie Arliss 
- Lecturer in Theology and Philosophy at Richard Huish College. Julie is joint author of ‘The Thinkers Guide to Evil’ and ‘The Thinkers Guide to God’. She has run training conferences for teachers at the University of London and University of Manchester and regularly runs conferences for large numbers of 6th form students at regional centres throughout Britain

· Deborah Stevens – (N.Z. conferences only) Debbie has completed her MA in the ethics of genetic engineering at Monash University. She is head of R.E. at Marsden School, Wellington, the Bishop of Wellington’s adviser on the ethics of genetic engineering and is New Zealand editor of Dialogue Australia

Each of those attending the conference will be provided with a free teaching CD including POWERPOINTS™, detailed notes on the subject being studied, articles on these subjects from DIALOGUE (UK) and relevant video interviews. These CDs will NOT be available except to those attending the conferences.

In addition it is planned to run one day conferences for year 12 to 13 students focussing on ethical issues in different states. One of these has already been arranged at Westminster School, Adelaide on 14th August. The aim is to bring together students from various schools to give them an opportunity to learn about the key ethical issues today including the application of Genetic Engineering and other areas to be agreed locally. It is hoped to arrange similar student conferences in other States and if anyone is interested in making arrangements for these, please will they contact Peter Vardy (petervardy@btopenworld.com), Matthew Wills (matwills59@hotmail.com) or Deborah Stevens (in NZ - deborah.stevens@paradise.net.nz).

